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Preface

The PLATO IV computer-based education system was developed in
the Computer-based Education Research ILaboratory (CERL) of the
University of Illinois, Urbana. PLATO 1V is the result of 15 years of
research and development effort led by Donald Bitzer, director of CERL.
The University of Illinois system presently links 950 graphical-display
terminals to a large Control Data Corporation computer in Urbana. Some
of these terminals are located as far away as San Diego and Washington,
D.C. Additional PLATO systems with their own complements of termi-
nals are located elsewhere in the United States. Students are individually
tutored at terminals by interacting with PLATO lesson materials created
by teachers. There are over 4,000 hours of PLATO lessons already
available. These lessons span a wide range of subject areas and are used
by students in elementary schools, community colleges, military training
bases, universities, and commercial training programs. Authors of lesson
materials are teachers who use the TUTOR language to tell PLATO how
to interact with students on an individual basis. This book explains the
TUTOR language in detail and is intended to help authors write quality
lesson materials.

In 1967, Paul Tenczar (then a graduate student in zoology) conclud-
ed that existing methods of creating computer-based lesson material on
the earlier PLLATO III system were unnecessarily difficult. As a result he
originated the TUTOR language. There followed a rapid increase in the
number of authors and in the number and degree of sophistication of



